[The electrocardiographic changes in patients stung by scorpions].
Scorpion sting is a hazardous and potentially lethal condition. Venom of some variety of scorpion can cause dramatic cardiovascular and electrocardiographic changes, that have been related to heart stimulation by autonomous nervous system. We prospectively studied 722 patients following scorpion sting. Mean age for the group was 25.5 +/- 18.3 years. 67% were less than 30 years of age. In 294 patients (40.7%) we found electrocardiographic changes. These cases were followed until those changes disappeared. First degree atrioventricular block was found in 10.2%. Intraventricular conduction disturbances in 12.8% with predominance of right bundle branch block. In 11% we found arrhythmias. In 15% reversible ventricular repolarization changes. Of this no one died. This lack of mortality could be attributed to a prompt therapeutic intervention.